Agents affecting health of mother and child in a rural area of Kenya. X. Haemagglutination inhibiting antibodies against influenza A (H3N2) and influenza B virus in sera from children living in the Machakos District of Kenya.
In the framework of the Machakos Project bloodcollections from random samples of children under 5 years of age and living in a rural area of Kenya were done with regular intervals, Serum samples of two collections were tested for haemagglutination inhibiting antibodies against influenza A and B viruses. The children had been exposed to the Hong Kong/1/68 (H3N2) virus or its variants during one, two or three episodes of circulation and probably to only one epidosde of B/Hong Kong/8/73 virus. The results can be explained by the assumption that 30-40 percent of non-immune children were infected per epidosde of exposure to influenza A and not more than 12 percent per episode of influenza B circulation.